





THE REFORMER. 


Vor.1¥. PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 1, 1823. [No. XLVI. 


Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and 
know, and seck in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there 
be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth. Jeremiah v. I. 


Theological Seminaries, and educating young men for the ministry. 




















It appears that this is the only country in the world where» 
Theological Seminaries have been established for the express 
purpose of preparing hordes of young men for the priest- 
hood; and, if we do not greatly mistake, they will, in the 
end, prove to us a very serious and sore evil. It 1s not mere- 
ly the waste of money, and the injury that will be done to 
the pure and simple religion of the New Testament, that 
have induced us, from time to time, to call the attention of 
the people to the subject of these institutions. It can readi- 
ly be perceived that no plan could be so well devised to sub- 
jugate the minds of the population, produce a dangerous in- 
fluence, and overturn the liberties of the country, as to fill 
the land with learned, high-minded, and ambitious clergy- 
men. All these men will have extensive influence on the 
community, and be prepared to act in concert, and when 
sufficiently numerous they will be capable of carrying into 
effect almost any schemes they may think proper to devise 
for their interest and aggrandizement. It is well known that 
their principle object in general is their own exaltation, and 
to augment the emoluments of their office. Hence, the in- 
crease of such men is the more dangerous, as we have every 
thing to dread from their obtaining an ascendency. 

According to a statement in the Boston Recorder of Au- 
gust 2d, the frst regular Theological Seminary in this coun- 
try was established at Andover, in 1808. ‘This institution, 
says the same paper, has received, principally from seven or 
eight individuals, more than 350,000 dollars.* There are 





* A southern Traveller in New England, in his account of the The- 
ological Seminary at Andover, published in the Boston Recorder, furnish~- 
es the following statements respecting that Institution: — 

“ There are two college edifices and a chapel of ample size, and finish- 
ed with sufficient taste; there are houses for three professors, ad ¢ 


Vor. IV. 37 
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now eight of these seminaries in the United States, beides 
one connected with the University at Cambridge, and an- 
other with the College at New Haven. So far, they haye 
made a rapid increase; and there is.a constant adding to the 
number.* If the affairs of the clergy continue to progress 
with the same success they have a few years back, to oppose 
any of their schemes, at no very distant period, may be but 
vain and ineffectual. Even at the present time such is the 
hazard and danger of withstanding any of their designs, that 
very few in any public situation, or business, dare attempt 
it, lest through their influence, they might become too un- 
popular to retain the favour and. patronage of the people, 
and ultimately be injured in their temporal concerns. It was 
proposed some few years back, to the eastward, for periodi- 
cal papers to recommend their readers to trade only. with such 
as contributed to missionary and other benevolent objects of 
the age. The project. was, no doubt, considered too bold a 
step, and consequently was not carried into eflect; but the 
-proposition being publicly announced shows that the wills 
and wishes of some were matured for such a measure. 

Having, in former numbers, treated of the subjects now 
under consideration at considerable length, it is not design- 
ed here to enlarge, but conclude by observing that the more 
popular and numerous sects in this country are already be- 
ginning to act pretty much in concert; and when all their 
influence and wisdom are combined, as the heart of one man, 
to bring about any plan or scheme they may devise, it will 
be very difficult to prevent them from accomplishing it to 
the extent of their wishes. | 


-—-—---- 


“Sacred Music,” and New England Religion. 
A writer in the Boston Recorder, on Sacred or Church 
Music, observes: ‘It is a subject which. calls for more no- 








steward, besides a considerable tract of land with a very decent house 
of entertainment, and a number of other buildings, all belonging to the 
Institution. The value of the property cannot, I should think, be fairly 
estimated at less than 500,000 dollars.” 


* A Theological Seminary is about to be established in Virginia, un- 
der the auspices of the Presbytery of Hanover ‘The Professors are re- 
quired to be Presbyterians, and the doctrines taught, conformed to those 
of the Presbyterfan Confession of Faith. 
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‘tee from the Christian world than it has received; and for 
the neglect of which, I fear many. must render a sorrowful 
account at the bar of judgment.” The same writer states: 
«The custom which prevails in the western and southern 
churches, of considering the choir to consist of the whole 
congregation and individuals falling upon the parts promis- 
cuously in every part of the house,-is ruinous to good sing- 
ing. 93 

Those appointed for singing 1m the churches in New Eng- 
land, are generally the most gay, fashionable, and irreligious, 
belonging to the congregations. ‘They are mostly young 
persons, have a particular place assigned them in front of the 
galleries, and in many cases the same musical instruments 
are employed which are used ata theatre or ball, or on any 
public or festive occasion; such as flute, tambarine, clarionet, 
hautboy, bassoon, base-viol, &c. and not unfrequently the 
same persons play on them in places of worship that play on 
those occasions. ‘To suppose the Christian religion is hon- 
oured, or that the cause of righteousness can be promoted, 
by such farcical performances, shows a total want of a knows 
ledge of the principles of Christianity. - 

The same kind of religion will no doubt be introduced 
wherever the New England missionaries establish themselves ; 
and if there was no other in the world it would be as well 
perhaps for mankind if there had never been any. Among 
the clergy it is little else but trade, merchandise, or specula- 
tion; and among the people it seems to have no effect to- 
wards making them honest, leading them to do as they would 
be done to, or keeping them from lawsuits with each other, 
‘The writer of these remarks is a native of New England, 
and does not state things at random—he has presented to 
view only what he has seen and witnessed. 

Every section of country has its peculiar traits of charac. 
ter and failings; but I desire I may never come under the 
influence of the religion that governs in New England. 
‘There is great reason to fear that ultimately this species at 
religion will undermine the liberties of this country, by ob- 
taining its partisans in every part of our land. Its Lakereets 
are cunning and systematic in their schemes, and already 
exercise an influence unknown to most of our citizens, and 
to many who are under their control.,. 
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for the Reformer. 


It has been a practice in the State of Massachusetts a long 
time, for the clergy of the congregational order, as they call 
themselves, to meet in Boston on the day of election, and 
enjoy a dinner at the public expense. ‘The next day they 
form into a convention, to consult on the general welfare of 
their churches. I observed in Niles’s Register of June, they 
brought up before tliem, in their May convention, an im- 
portant question; which was, to determine what should con- 
stitute Christian fellowship. He informs us the labouring ar- 
guments were confined to the articles of faith, necessary to 
he established. It seems they laboured on the subject all one 
day and part of another. After repeated calls to dismiss the 
subject, at last it prevailed by a small majority. 

It has been frequently asserted by many for several years 
past, that the New England clergy were pursuing measures 
to establish an imposing creed on the people, together with 
all the collateral train of Popish assumptions. ~They have, 
in their turn, positively denied it. But now they have pre- 
sented a public act of their own, which speaks for itself. To 
a mind accustomed to think, it needs no exposition. Look 
into the history of the church, about four or five hundred 
years after Christ, and you will find the history of our cler- 
gy at this time. Moshiem tells us, they had colleges of ca- 
techumens; and they regarded the articles of faith as more 
nen than purity of heart. Public observation will su- 
persede the necessity of drawing a comparison between them 
and the clergy at the present day. It is true, our clergy 
have not, as yet, directly poisoned any one to death; but 
they have done that which is not much better. ‘They have 
broken into the societies of those who did not embrace every 
article of their creed, and endeavoured to destroy the useful- 
ness of their teachers by backbiting and ungenerous insinua- 
tions. In some instances, they so far succeeded in raising 
evil surmises among the people towards their clergymen, as 
to effect their object. ‘This is not all; there is a large num- 
ber of persons in those states who are of such acknowledged 
pious characters, that no accusation can be brought against 
their personal exemplary walk in other respects, and yet they 
have been excommunicated, because the evidence of truth ap- 
peared different to them than it did when they joined the 
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church. In short, their churches have become churches of 
creeds instead of the church of Christ. A celebrated cler- 
gyman among them, Ethan Smith, in his address to the 
churches, in his famous political dissertations on the pro- 
phecies, exhorts the churches strenuously to adhere to their 
orthodox creed, which he had there presented, and to purge 
the churches of doubtful characters; assuring them that a 
small orthodox church is better than a large church which 
is not. Had he urged that a small church composed of pious 
and exemplary members is better than a large church com- 
posed of those who were not, it would have been entirely 
unexceptionable. 

Much has been said in the public papers respecting. the 
€xcommunication of a lady in the city of New York; but 
this principle is not new in the Eastern States.. It has long 
been established among them. When once a person enters 
their church, there is no way to get out but by excommuni- 
cation. The good and the bad, the precious and the vile, 
if they leave the church, must go out at the same door. 
Whenever a wealthy man is determined to drive out one who 
is poorer, he generally effects it. 

Religion, and the secular interest of the clergy, who pos- 
sess the same passions and propensities as other men, and like 
them love to have power, are made very readily to amalga- 
mate, although in their native properties they are essentially 
different. Hence, a popular religious creed has never failed 
to encroach on the civil liberties of the people. There: is 
but one fortification, on which the liberties of our country 
can make any dependence, effectually to resist this over- 
whelming foe; and this, to the benevolent mind, does not 
appear altogether pleasing. ‘The different religious opinions 
of the people produce a different and contending interest 
among them; and this, when properly balanced, preserves 
our liberties. 

The time has been when the congregational clergy in Mas- 
sachusetts possessed great power. No person was eligible to 
hold any civil office, unless he was a member of a congrega- 
tional church, in full communion. Yea, so great was the in- 
fluence of the clergy, and so overbearing were they in the 
use of it, that at a certain time, when they petitioned their 
legislature to pass an extraordinary act to meet thetr wishes, 
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and finding a majority of the house were opposed to it, one: 
of the clergymen in Boston went in among them, and de-- 
manded its passage, threatening them. with excommunica- 
tion if they refused. The clergy, in Massachusetts, at this 
day, would, no doubt, be ‘glad to possess the same influ- 
ence. It is very flattering to. the aspiring views of man. 
Considering the clergy as belonging to the human family, we: 
ought not to censure them too-severely. It is our nature to- 
desire influence, and when we obtain it, it is our frailty that 
we often abuse it. The-greatest: error must be in the people, : 
tor credulously devoting to them-such power, and clothing 
them with that which does not belong to human nature. We: 
need not be surprised if the clergy accept what the people are 
tree to give them. The citizens of our country profess to: 
be an enlightened people: we ought then to be acquainted 
with human nature, and understand the natural effects which 
the gifts of confidence to-the clergy will produce. In his-- 
tory we have a faithful view of the church ever since the 
days of Christ, and what-a clergy clothed with power will 
do. If that black catalogue of crimes and impositions will 
not teach us wisdom, we ought not to censure the clergy for 
exercising to their liking, that power which the people un-- 
reservedly: give them.. 

The people have now the designs of those clergy spread 
before them from their own lips. They cannot insiduously 
attribute it.to the disclosure ofa disaffected mind, and there- 
fore unworthy of confidence. Let me then.ask,— Wherein 
does this essentially differ from the principles.and practice of 
the Papal church? They plead the right and the infallibil:- 
ty of the church, to regulate their articles of faith, and that 
no one can call them in question with impunity. Is not this 
attempt of the clergy the same in its principle and effects? 1 
am not able to. discover any difference. In this, they entire- 
ly depart from the principles of many Protestant wmters, 
whom they affect so greatly to revere. Look into Tillotson, 
and a host of others, who laboured to show that the doctrine 
of the infallibility of the church was preposterous indeed. 
They laboured to show that the Papal power had clothed 
the church with a garment which they, with impious hands, 
had surreptitiously taken from Him, who alone is infallible. 

Had those clergymen discussed that important question 
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in that humility and meekness of mind which constitute a 
follower of Jesus, they would readily had light sufficient to 
have solved it in a satisfactory manner. Had they looked at 
the new commandment which Christ gave to his followers, 
they would have discovered it contained something more im- 
portant than a curious set of articles of faith. I have been 
acquainted with men of information, who have given an evi- 
dence, that. they were the disciples of Jesus, and have been 
astonished to find their minds so -bewildered with the doc- 
trincs of men, that they appeared to make no distinction be- 
tween that which really constitutes 2a Christian and that 
which does not. Articles of faith are a matter of mere opi- 
nion. A man may have many opinions respecting things be- 

yond our sight, which do not_really exist, except in his own 
mind, and yet, if he has love to God in his heart, he will be 
known of him. Whereas if a.man possess the most correct 
opinions possible, and hath not the love of God in his heart, 
what will it profit him.in the sight of God. He may indeed 
-make a popular preacher; he may * deal damnation round 
the land”’ on all who differ from him in opinion. May I not 
say, he will be the foremost to rivet the chains of priestcraft 
on the people. 

The spirit of Christ in man is not like a light hid under a 
bushel: it can be seen, it can be read and lation n by all men. 
Even in a stranger the spirit of Christ will manifest itself, 
_It is true, the hypocrite may palm himself on us for a time, 
but it will not be long, for out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth will speak. I am bold to affirm, that every man, 
in whose heart the spirit of Christ dwelleth, will fellowship 
the manifestation of that spirit in every other person, let his 
_articles of faith be ever so varient. he best articles of faith 
that I know are contained in the New ‘Testament; they can 
be read and understood by every one for himself; for he must 
give an account thereof for himself and not for another. I 
_do not learn that Christ has constituted any order of men to 
determine for others what is orthodox and what is heresy. 
The apostle tells us, ¢o Ais own master he standeth or faileth. 
It is sufficient for me to be orthodox according to my own 
understanding, through the grace which is given me; and 1 
bow to none but the Author of my existence, the Redeemer 
of my soul, and the Light Divine which en slighteneth me, 
Cyrit. 
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For the Reformer. 
EXTRACTS FROM SERMONS DELIVERED ABOUT THE YEAR 655. 


*¢ John, xx. 21. * As my father sent me, so send I you;’ 
and Rom. x. 15. ‘ How shall they teach except they be 
(divinely) sent.? This sending was one of the weightiest 
things that belonged to Christ’s kingdom, wherefore he 
would never commit the trust of this to any man or set of 
men whatever. * * * © He breathed on them,’ and said, ¢ re- 
ceive ye the Holy Spirit,’ viz. the same spirit that ‘descend- 
ed and remained on himself,’ at his baptism by John: now 
whosoever denies the sufficiency of the ‘ unction of the Spirit’ 
to qualify for the ministry of the New Testament, denies that 
of Christ and his apostles —But all those who were not thus 
sent, but were appointed by men, and that through their own 
self seeking, are to be ranked among the false prophets which 
should arise. Jer. xxii. 21. ‘I have not sent these prophets, 
yet they ran* *but because I sent them not**they shall not 
profit this people at all.’ Acts, xx. Out of yourselves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things to draw disciples after 
them.’ Now, such teachers do usually spring up in the visi- 
ble church, through academical degrees and ecclesiastical or- 
dination; which two things have poured forth, into the same 
church, whole swarms of false prophets, and antichristian 
ministers, to the great damage of the people, and nations, 
who have received them. 

‘The true teachers sought not temporal gain or com- 
modity from the hands of men, by their preaching, but cheer- 
fully taught out of the love of Christ and their brethren; for, 
saith Paul—*I have coveted no man’s silver or gold or ap- 
parel—yourselves know that these hands have ministered to 
my necessities and to those who were with me.— Behold, the 
third time, 1 am ready to come to you, I will not be bur- 
densome to you, for I seek not yours, but you.—Dzid I make 
a gain of you, by any of those whom I sent to you? or did 


Titus make a gain of you? walked we not in the same spi- 
rit ??* 





* Did I make, &c.—These words are to be taken as a refutation of 
the slander contained in the expressions—“ being crafty, I caught you with 
guile.” From the want of an acquaintance with the style and manner 
of this apostle, many other of his expressions (in the way of dialogue) 
have been likewise misunderstood.— This note will appear necessary to 











‘ But the false teachers, though they should teach but 
vain philosophy and human doctrines, will yet ‘live by the 
gospel,’ and not by the labour of their hands (as Paul did,) 
in a lawful calling—they will have the temporal goods of the 
church, and yet not minister the spiritual, and what they do 
minister to the people, they do it for reward, as it is writ- 
ten, Micah, iii. 11. ‘ Fhe priests teach for hire and the pro- 
phets divine for money, and he that putteth not into their 
mouth, they even prepare war against him.’ And to show 
that they preach for the love of gain, they are brought up 
to the ministry, as to a trade to live by; and they run in 
this way, (the error of Baalim,) from place to place—from 
a less to a greater living; and where they may gain most af 
this world, there will they be sure to be: Yea, so much are 
they addicted to their worldly advantage, that they had ra- 
ther Christ’s kingdom should never be set up in the world, 
nor antichrist be thrown down,* than suffer any loss or dimi- 
nution in their profit, power, dignity, authority, or in any 
worldly thing whereof they have got the possession and en- 
joyment 

“« By their fruit ye shall knowthem.’ JZoney, said an 
author, is power—the false teachers appear to know this, 
and therefore by all means seek it.—Ist. They get them- 
selves titles and degrees in the universities for their pretend- 
ed knowledge in divinity above others—by these degrees 
they get the uppermost seats in the synagogue, and greet- 
ings in the market, and are called of men, doctor, doctor; 


—_ 





those who know how much time and mental labour have been lost in 
secking out apologies for the apostle, when his character was blameless ; 
and also, the use frequently made of the above words, (supposing them 
to have been the apostle’s,) to justify the commission of pious frauds. 


*In the opinion of various late writers, the present war against 
Spain is to be attributed to the influence of the clergy of Europe.— 
Says one, “ Had the Cortes have left the clergy of Spain to the quiet 
possession of their immense property and stated incomes, the Holy Al- 
liance, in all probability, would not have interfered.’’ In this view of 
the case, the calm “ /ooking on” of England, may also be accounted for. 
The clergy, both national and dissenting, (as bodies,) are, no doubt, 
alarmed for themselves. It is well known that the bishops are a pow- 
erful branch of the British legislature—Here then is the source of all 
the tyranny, poverty, and misery, under which the mass of th. comnron 


people groan, 
38 
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which Christ hath expressly forbidden in his gospel —®2d. 
Having got such titles they go forth as men of approved 
religion, learning, and reputation; and for such they make 
account that the world should receive them.—3d. They de- 
sire to preach to rich men, and great men, and men in au- 
thority, that they may have protection, favour, preferment, 
and live at their ease, but care not to preach to the poor, 
plain, mean people, by whom they can expect no worldly 
advantage.—4th. To this end also they speak in the words 
which man’s wisdom teacheth, and by mingling philosophy 
with divinity, and sprinkling their sermons with Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin, they think to credit the gospel, and make 
it as a perfume in the nostrils of the world. In a word, they 
preach in a pleasing spirit to the world, that they may get 
glory to themselves, and may be accounted with S‘mon Magus, 
some great ones 

“The true ministers of Christ when they were opposed, 
resisted, or persecuted, for the word’s sake, endured it, with 
all meekness, humility, and patience—but the false teachers, 
when any truth is brought against their doctrine, gain, or 
glory, they snarl and bite at both the truth and them that 
bring it. And therefore saith Paul, ‘ beware of dogs;’ not 
dogs by nature, but by practice and condition. Now, a dog, 
lying on a rich garment, or a soft carpet, at his ease, as long 
as he may lie still, he is very quiet; but if you would remove 
him from his place, he soon snarls and flies at you. So the 
false teachers who have gotten a carnal knowledge of the 
word, and have thereby gotten preferment and advantages 
in the world, they he quiet on these soft things, as long as 
they may lie still; but if any seek by the truths of the word 
to rouse them up, they fly at them, like angry dogs, and 
bark, and rend them, as much as they can or dare. 

‘s These false prophets who were not sent or anointed by 
the Holy Spirit, but ordained and appointed by men, at their 
own desire, for worldly advantage sake—men who stand and 
minister in the strength of their academical degrees and ec- 
cJesiastical ordination—these men, I say, are the corrupt and 
carnal clergy who have deceived the people and nations with 
a corrupt and carnal understanding of the Scriptures and of 
Christ’s kingdom: yea, they have, under the name of Christ, 
set up a church to antichrist every where, and do continually 
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mislead thousands of poor souls. And now, for the carnal 
clergy or false prophets, their burden is this from the Lord: 

You have run when you were not sent; you have said, ‘ thus 
saith the Lord,’ when the Lord hath not spoken by you; 
you have grieved the hearts of the faithful, and strengthened 
the hands of the wicked; you have been zealous to advance 
the form of godliness, whilst you have been bitter enemies to 
the power of it—you have deceived the nations, and have 
done more against Christ and the true church, than all the 
people in these nations besides. Wherefore, how much you 
have glorified yourselves, and lived deliciously by this trade 
of making merchandise of the letter of the gospel, so much 
torment and sorrow shall be given you, and yeur plagues 
shall come upon you in an hour: And the Lord will save 
his flock, and they shall be no more a prey to you, neither 
shall you any more serve yourselves of them, and He will set 
up one shepherd over them, even Jesus Christ, and he shall 
feed them. And till these things be fully brought to pass, 
you shall be clothed with trembling, when you shail perceive 
the Lord is risen up to perform all these things, according 
to his word.” 


To many readers, in this day of refinement, the plain style 
and manner of these extracts may appear both harsh and i//- 
directed, but this harshness will seem to have been excusable, 
if we consider the character, spirit, and conduct, of those 
against whom the author wrote; and, which he thus de- 
scribes—* Their carnal clergy flowing from the antichristian 
fountain of the universities—their ecclesiastical assemblies, 
arising out of the clergy—their presbyterian government, 
springing up out of their assemblies—their national church, 
the product of their presbyterian government—together with 
their worldly power and dominion, their high titles, their 
scarlet (now b/ack*) robes, their divinity degrees, &c. I say, 
the word of the gospel comes with full might and mind to 
destroy all these, and other things in which their souls de- 
light as bringing worldly profit, power, and honor to them.” 
The following will exemplify the ecclesiastical spirit of his 
day, (which was about the time of Oliver Cromwell: ) 





* In this country, the scarlet, (a colour, stigmatized in the Apocalypse) 
seems to have been transferred from the person (backs) of the clergy, to 
their pulpits, desks, &c, 
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The dealings of the Presbytery of Paisley with the Guidwife 
of Ferguslie, in 1643-1647. Extracted from the Records 
of the Presbytery. 


Sth Fune, 1643.—The Guidwife of Ferguslie having been repeatedly 
summoned for not attending worship in her Parish Church of Paisley, 
and her husband reporting that she could not for want of health; the 
Presbytery ordain the minister to go to Ferguslie, and in presence of the 
Guid wife read and expound the Scriptures, and sing psalms. He reports 
his having done so; they appoint him to examine her upon oath, whe- 
ther it be inability of body or scruples of conscience which prevent her 
attendance, 

Fune 22.—Report that he examined the Guidwife on oath, who de- 
pones, that she was for the present unable to come to Paisley, but wad 
come if she was able: the Presbytery stop procedure. 

27th March, 1646.—The Guidwife of Fergusiie, after being long 
dealt with, at last swears and subscribes the Confession of Faith and 
Covenants, and renounces Popery, before the two ministers of Paisley 
and the Elders at Blackstone. 

Fune 2§.-—The Guidwife again dilated for not coming to church. 
She alleges inability of body, ordered to produce a testimonial from a 
Physician, 

Fuly 30 —A testimonial produced; the Presbytery find it satisfies 
their act: appoint the ministers of Paisley to deal with her husband to 
provide ane chamber ir Paisley for his wife, that she may reside there 
for her more easy coming to the kirk. 

Sept. 3.—Her husband declares that she cannot be removed at all: 
ordered to bring her to Pais!ey that the ministers may have opportuni- 
ty of frequent converse with her, or to bring a testimonial that she can- 
not be removed. 

Sept. 24.—He reports that he had not an opportunity to see the Phy- 
sician: the Presbytery advise him before next meeting to bring his wife 
from Blackstone, either by land or water, to Paisley, to hear the word, 
and have conferences with the ministers. 

Dec. 17-—She is advertised to come and reside at Paisley between 
this and February next. 

Ist April, 1647.—Order her to be publicly admonished for not com- 
ing to reside at Paisley, as the Presbytery had appointed. 

April 22.—Two members report that they had gone and visited the 
Guidwife of Ferguslie, and had scen her infirm; and she still pretend- 
ing inability, they had gotten her promise to come to the kirk of Pais- 
ley within 20 days, to give content and satisfaction in that point, albeit 
she should be carried on ber bed. 

May 8.—Mr. Henry Calvert, minister of Paisley, reports, that Mar- 
garet Hamilton, Goodwife of Ferguslie, had come to the kirk of Pais- 
ley carried on a bed. 


The above may also serve as a beacon to warn the * good 
people” of the United States in this duyFor, (to borrow 
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one of Bunyan’s figures) the ecclesiastical Lion still retains 
his teeth and nails, and therefore, (to use an Indian figure of 
speech) Ais cHain should be dept bright and strong. 


Extract from a northern newspaper. 


 Pluttsburgh, [New York] May 1, 1817. 

«¢ At a meeting of the Trustees of the First Presbyterian 
Congregation in the town of Plattsburgh, holden this day, 
it was resolved that Melancton L. Woolsey, a member of 
this board, be appointed to collect the salary for the support 
of their minister, and that he give 15 days public notice 
thereof; and that he immediately proceed to collect the same 
with all the expedition that the law will allow, [himself an 
officer.] Now please to take notice, that I will attend at the 
house of Joseph J. Green, on Saturday the I 7th inst. from 
10 o’clock in the forenoen till 5 o’clock in the afternoon ; 
and will sue every delinquent the Monday following. 


‘Mer. L. Woo sey, Trustee 9 Collector.’ 


The despatch of the modern church, in collecting money 
for ministers, exhibits a striking contrast to the tardiness of 
the ancient church, in converting a Parishioner, to ortho- 
doxy. FREE-MAN. 


For the Reformer. 

The increasing number of professedly religious publioa- 
tions by the clergy, looks as though they were in dread of 
losing their hold on the public feelings. 

Another, in the form of a newspaper, has made its ap- 
pearance, entitled, “New York Observer,”’ the first number of 
which contained on its front the names and recommendations 
of no less than twenty-one Divines, so called, of the city and 
vicinity, all of whom expressed their full confidence in the 
piety, ability, integrity, &c. (to which the public no doubt 
may add, the orthodoxy) of the Editors. 

In these papers will be found a medley of theology, poli- 
cy, compliments, notices of preaching, hear’d, and to be 
hear’d,* church consecrations and pastoral ordinations, with 








* I saw a Boston paper which gave a weekly detail of the several or- 
thodox preachers, and of the respective churches in which “ Divine s2r- 
vice bad been performed on the Sunday past,” in that city. 


Vou. IV. 39 
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a vast variety of matter collected from the four quarters of 
the globe, all making ror THEM. * 

I havé before me the 16th number of Vol. I. from which J 
give an extract or two. ‘ Forsake not the Levite, Deut. xii. 
19. The Levites had no inheritance, and were to live by the 
sanctuary, if therefore the offerings were withheld by. which 
they were supported, they of course must perish. Those 
who have devoted themselvest to the service of God in min- 
istering to the salvation of souls, should certainly be furnish- 
ed at least with the necessaries of life.t They who withhold 
this from them, sin against their own: mercies, and against 
that ordinance of God by which the ministry is supported. 
Dr, A. Clarke.’ 

“ Arrican IsLanD—MapAGASCar.”’ 

“Communications received by the London Missionary 
Society from Mr. Griffiths, one of their missionaries, informs 
us, that the king of that Island having consented to have his 
(long ] hair cut of, which was done by an Englishman, [a 
high honour] his male subjects earnestly solicited the same 
privilege, which being granted, all the scissors and combs of 
the English residents were got in requisition to execute, &c. 
Previous to the example of the king, a thousand pounds 
[sterling] would have been insufficient to purchase what 
they were now so anxious to get nid of’ [A great saving 
indeed to the society. ] ‘* But the female part of the king’s 
subjects, more attached to the manners and customs of their 
ancestors, raised a powerful outcry against the procedure.” 
{They had wit and sense enough to know that every other 
natural right would, after this act of submission, lie at the 
mercy of the missionaries, as surely as Delilah knew that 
Samp? n would become a prey to the Philistines, on the loss 
of his hair. ] ** The following extract,’’ continue the London 
Divines, ** shows the degree of protection and favour which 





*In the dark days of Popery, a bishop having been presented with 
a MS. copy of the Gospels, on returaing it to the owner, said, “1 know 
not who were the authors, or from whence it came—but, ’T1s ALL 
AGAINST Us.” 

+ Here the intended comparison fails—the Levites were born such, 
they did not devote themselves like the poor young men at Princeton, &c. 
“for a piece of bread.” 

t One of these necessaries, now-a-days, will be, I suppose, an elegant 
dress for the Rev'd. Priest’s Lady, @ fa mode de Fudsone. 
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the’ missionaries may expect from the king, and also the 
promptitude with which he punished the ringleaders of those 
audacious women. 

“The next day about four thousand females arrived at a 
village a mile from town, and sent their ¢a/é to the king, 
saying, they were dissatisfied with his proceedings. The 
king sent to them to know their grievances. * * * The lead- 
ers came forward and requested that his majesty would change 
his conduct, and put an end to, [this is one-sided evidence ] 
or deliver the whites in town up to them. His majesty 
{mock title] sent them a second message to this effect: ‘Am 
I not king, and may I not do as I please, in these matters, 
without consulting you ?? [I suppose the missionaries had 
instructed him, that, as in England, ‘the king could do no 
wrong.’ | The next orders were, to select the ringleaders out 
of the crowd. * * * The next orders delivered, were, to sct 
four of the principal women apart from the rest, and as scon 
as the gun fired, the soldiers ran, as they were ordered, with 
great speed, and put them to death with their bayonets ;” 
[of British manufacture, no doubt ] Now for the plaister 
to this missionary priestcraft cancer. ‘* When this unhappy 
affair was over, his majesty [quite a Christian, to be sure ] 
sent for us, both missionaries and artisans, and informed us 
of the painful duty which he had been obliged to discharge 
in conseguence of the insurrection of these silly women.— 
‘These women,’ said he, ‘ were disaffected, because they 
wanted to remain forever in ignorance, and be like beasts, 
and because I would have them instructed and become wise, 
and like Europeans [Englishmen ]— Because they were dis- 
pleased with me for cutting my hair without consulting them, 
and also adopting European customs,’ [some of them bad 
and sad enough! ] he added, ‘that he had put four of the 
principal ones to death, and that we need not apprehend any 
evil on account of that, for,’ said he, ‘I will arrange all 
things so as to put an end at cnce to such wicked devices as 
these.” We thanked him for his gracious promises of re- 
gard and protection.” 

One is at a loss to determine where to place the fullest 
measure of contempt—whether on the conduct of the Ja- 
dagascar Missionaries, in this affair—on that of the London 
Socjety, in publishing their narration, or on that of the Efi. 
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tors of the New 2 ork Observer, in republishing those shame: 
ful transactions, without a comment, and without a groan.— 
Where were the twenty odd Divines, that not one of them 
could be had in requisition, to revise the paper and correct 
the stupidity of their protegee Editors? Do they also ap- 
prove of the use of combs and scissors as ** means of conver- 
sion 7? WATCHMAN. 
Far the Reformer. 
RELIGIOUS ANECDOTES. 

Soon after I descended the stage and entered the house 
yt the landlord in Quiney, (Mass.) in July, 1821, I ex- 
pressed a desire to see the late President Adams, and wished 
to know whether there need be much formality or difficulty 
about it. The landlord answered no—that he was a plain 
and familiar man, and would give me a free and welcome re- 
ception. During this conversation, a gentleman dressed in 
black, apparently a clergyman, was seated in the room and 
Jistening to our conversation. He occasionally interrupted 
and joined in opinion with the landlord. He observed, that 
though he was a stranger to the landlord and to Mr. Adams, 
he felt no doubt easy access could be had to him. Not long 
after, he abruptly asked me to walk out with him, and in- 
troduced conversation with me under the shade, by saying, 
he perceived that I was from Virginia, which made him feel 
an interest in asking me out with him. He then proceeded 
to state, that he had received a Jiberal education at Harvard 
College many years ago, and had since been a teacher in 
many academies and literary institutions, so that he had, at 
different times and in different places, been placed over more 
than five thousand students, which had qualified him im an 
eminent degree for teaching, and wished to know what en- 
couragement it was in my power to hold out to him to make 
a trial at the same business in Virginia. I replied, he need 
not go there with a view of finding no qualifications of the 
kind in those parts, for if he did he would only be deceived, 
and would indulge expectations to be disappointed, as we 
had adventurers in this and all other business. Your success, 
said 1, will depend much on the recommendation you can 
give of your own merits by your knowledge, perseverance, 
and faithfulness. He went on to observe, that his farher 
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was now the oldest clergyman in the state, and that he him- 
self had studied divinity three years, and physic three more, 
which, he said, would give him a chance over both soul and 
body; for, said he, if one fail, I can resort to the other.— 
‘This drew an involuntary smile from me; when he observed, 
he saw I was pleased with his plan. While he accompanied 
me to Mr. Adams’s, he said he had for a long time desired 
to visit the Southern States, particularly Virginia, which he 
thought would well suit his turn of mind, which was liberal, 
as was that of his father. During our walk, he repeatedly 
boasted of the double powers he should go armed with to 
the south, either for soul or body. 


Soon after the above oceurrence, I arrived in Boston, 
when I ascended to the dome of the State House, from 
whence I counted more than forty church steeples in Bos- 
ton and the adjacent towns. 


In walking the streets of Bradford, near Andover, on a 
sabbath, with a gentleman, I supposed I heard the sound of 
a violin, and asked him if such things were commou and al- 
lowed? Yes, said he, for the purposes of devotion. He add- 
ed, that it was common, in many parts of the country, to 
have the violin, clarionet, tambarine, base-viol, and flute, or 
as many of them as could be got and applied to vocal mu- 
sic, which, when well carried on, made religious worship de- 
lightful. He further informed me, that the same musicians 
who play for religious worship sometimes play for balls and 
theatres. 


While at Frederickton, the seat of government of the 
British province of New Brunswick, I walked to the parade 
ground, about 10 o’clock in the morning of the 2d Septem- 
ber, 1821, which was the Sabbath. Soon after, I saw the 
clergyman, (who enjoys an annual salary, besides his rations 
and other perquisites from government, of 2800 dollars, ) 
walk alone through the parade ground, in his black flowing 
robes, to church. Immediately after, the band of music 
struck up and continued to play for about a quarter of an 
hour, when the different companies of soldiers met. After 
they had formed, and the different evolutions were gone 
through, under Sir Robert Trench, with his prayer book in 
one hand and his long sword in the other, the band of musi: 
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again struck up, when he, his officers and soldiers marched 
on and entered the church together. Sir Robert is spoken 
of in high terms, in that country, for his religion and piety. 

Such is the established religion of England, the fountain 
from whence so much of the religion of this country is de- 
rived, which, it is said, has been handed down by lineal de- - 
scent, pure and unadulterated, from the hands of the apos- - 
tles. 

The Surveyor General of that province informed me the 
then present governor, Smith, was well skilled in church mu- 
sic; and that, by his condescension in aiding to perfect it, . 
and in joining in it at church, he had rendered it so fashion-- 
able, that it promised to contmue so for time to come. 


While at Buffaloe, in July, 1822, I walked to an Indian 
village to hear the missionary clergyman preach to the In- 
dians. His interpreter for the Indians was an old captive. 
In the course of his sermon, he observed, that God had, at 
various periods and in divers manners, manifested himself to 
men; and that for this purpose he had appointed priests, 
who were his vicegerents (or words to that import) here on 
* earth to do it, and were to be respected and obeyed accords - 
ingly. 

When at St. Louis, in October last, I was correctly in- 
formed, that the Osage missionaries and associates, who, so 
recently, it was supposed, had left fathers and mothers, bro- 
thers and sisters, houses and lands, for the kingdom of Hea- 
ven’s sake, to convert the Indians, were evincing all the 
worldly spirit and avarice of other adventurers and emigrants 
into new countries, and were now enjoying the comforts and 
advantages of successful adventurers. . A ViRGINIAN. 

——: .. 
For the Reformer. 
{Communicated from a village in New Jersey. ] 

Our blessed Saviour said, ‘ It is easier for a camel to go 
throuch the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven.’’ In musing on this declaration of our 
Divine Redeemer, and taking a view of the ways of my fel- 
low creatures, I have been ready to conclude that there are 
many, very many, who will not enter that blessed abode.— 
‘The love of the world, and the things of it, has, I am se- 
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riously afraid, a much greater hold on the hearts of men 
than the holy religicn.of Christ. And I am the more 
strengthened in this belief, by observing with what eager- 
ness the greater part of the inhabitants of this land are 
grasping after the perishing things of this world; and the 
very small portionof their time, if any at all, they devote to 
-things of a substantial and everlasting nature. If we suffer 
the accumulation of wealth to engross our whole attention ; 
if we make to ourselves Gods of our silver and gold, op- 
pressing and casting into prison our brethren, and exacting 
of them the very uttermost farthing,* when, by misfortune, 
they are reduced from easy circumstances, if not opulence, 
to indigence and want, it is to be feared we shall be found 
among the number to whom the prophet denounced from 
the Most High: ‘Thus saith the. Lord, For three trans- 
gressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the 
punishment thereof; because they sold the righteous for sil- 
ver, and the poor for a pair of .shoes; That pant after the 
dust of the earth on the heads of the-poor, and turn aside 
the way of the meek.” ONESIMUS. 





_— 





Another plan for raising money. 
A writer in the Boston Recorder of August 30th, under the head of 
“* Good Devised,’ undertakes to cast his mite into the streams-of charity 
already flowing, and suggests, “ that our common schools, and also our 
higher schools, may all be converted into very useful auxiliaries to some 
of the charitable objects of the day. For instance,” says he, “ let a mis- 
sionary box, or an education box, or a box for any other benevolent ob- 





* The Newark (N. J.) Eagle of the 8th ult. says, “ There are at this 
moment, confined to the hot and unwholesome air of three small rooms, 
in the jail of this county, eighteen unfortunate debtors, most of whom 
have dependent families, and who have not even’so much as bread to 
eat; and who, were it not for the benevolent and humane interference 
of our sheriff, would inevitably starve! Besides this number, there are 
nearly thirty more, who fortunately having able friends, have the bene- 
fit of the limits. One at least, of those in close confinement, we believe, 
has ever borne an itreproachable character—he is now in the wane of 

-life, through divers misfortunes, reduced to penury and want. Every 
sixpence worth of his property has been sold by the sheriff, and he is 
now deprived of his liberty at the suit of a Christian Church! ‘There is 
another person confined for the shameful sum of FIFTY CENTS, by 
a man who professes to follow the example of a forgiving Saviour; and 
one other for the paltry sum of 374 cents. ‘The total amount of debt 

which confines seven more, is precisely twelve dollars fifty-nine gents !”” 
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ject, be provided and kept in ail our schools for the purpose of receiviny 
such contributions, as the children and youth may voluntarily make, 
either at their convenience and pleasure, or at stated periods. By this 
means, and by the old rule, that ‘ many a little makes a mickle,’ much pe- 
cuniary aid could be gathered for benevolent objects. But this, I con- 
ceive to be the least of the benefits of the plan. By such a practice, ac- 
companied by the natural and necessary explanation from the instructor, 
children and youth become early and familiarly acquainted with the ob- 
jects of their charitable efforts; and what is far more important, their 
feelings of charity and good will are exercised and strengthened.—All 
the important and useful principles of our nature, must be implanted 
and cherished in childhood and youth, that they may take deeper root, 
and bear more abundant fruit. If children have any means of acquiring 
little pecuniary emoluments, or if parents are in the habit of giving them 
small sums occasionally for their persona] gratification, how important 
to teach them the best application of such little funds; and in such ap- 
plication to cherish the principle of benevolence! How important to 
teach them to economize their funds, to retrench and deny themselves 
in some trifling and momentary gratification, and thus save them, or a 
part of them, for objects of greater necessity and importance.”’ 

In addressing the Editor on this new project, the writer thus con- 
cludes: 

“ | hope, Sir, some head and hand, more able than mine, will im- 
prove this hint, and treat this subject, in some future number of the 
Recorder, in a manner more worthy of its intrinsic merits and impor- 
tance, and so as to commend it to the serious consideration of all pa- 
rents, instructors, and others, who have any charge or agency in any 
and all of our schools, academies, and colleges.” 





Contributions declining for educating young men for the ministry. 

The Editor of the Boston Recorder, in an address to the friends of the 
American Education Society, states: “ Unless a special effort is made, and that 
immediately, the Directors will not be able to make the usual grant to the Be- 
neficiaries in October.” He then goes on to remark that the receipts dur- 
ing 7 months of the present year, are 3534 dollars less than the same 
7 months of the last year, and 6456 dollars short of the receipts of the 
Society during these 7 months in 1819, and asks, “ What are the rea- 
sons of this state of things ?”’ 

TuEroLocicat SEMINARY AT PrinceTon.—The Eleventh annual 
Report of the Board of Directors of the Theological Seminary at Prince- 
ton, made on the 20th ultimo, to the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, states the present number of students at eighty-five, The 
last Assembly appropriated for the genera] purposes of the Institution, 
including the unexpended balance of the former year, the sum of 5430 
dolls. 22 cts. The amount of expenditures for the past year was 5358 
dolls. 954. cts. The report states, that the funds are in a very embar- 
rassed state, and that on this account, many applications for admittance 
haye been rejected. [ Columbian Star of Fune 14: 











THE REFORMER. 


[From the Boston Recorder of May 3.} 

The subscriber has recently received from the married ladies in his 
Parish, 40 dols. to constitute him a member of the American Education 
Society: also 30 dols. from the young ladies, to constitute him a mem- 
ber of the American Bible Society: also 20 dols. from the young misses 
of 15 years of age and under, to constitute him a member of the New Eng- 
land ‘Tract Society; and also a new and ready made surtout for his own 
use, from the ladies of his Parish generally. He acknowledges, like- 
wise, the receipt of 11 dols. 52 cts. a year since, from a member of his 
Parish, with a request that the sum might be appropriated to the dis- 
tribution in the town, of publications calculated to promote vital god!i- 
ness and excite a missionary spirit. Epwarp Hitcucock. 

Conway, Mass. April 14, 1823. 

[The above complimentary card is only a specimen of many othefs 
which from time to time, make their appearance in the same paper. | 


MR. FREY. 

The following extract from the Ninth Report of the London Society 
for converting the Jews, published in 1817, will enable the American 
public to form a more correct opinion with respect to the character and 
standing of Mr. Frey, on coming to this country. In reference to Mr. 
Frey, the committee observe :— 

“ Your committee must now advert to a circumstance of a very pain- 
ful nature. Shortly after the last anniversary meeting, reports were cir- 
culated of very improper conduct in a person, who had till then acted 
a prominent part in this mstitution. On an investigation of the founda+ 
tion of these rumors, facts were disclosed, and afterwards confessed by 
the individual referred to, which rendered it the duty of this committee 
to inform him, that his connexion with the Society must cease. He ha’s 
since left this country, and proceeded to America.” 

To support the character of Mr. Frey, letters, it seems, which spoke 
in his favour, from distinguished individuals in England, have been print- 
ed in our journals; but it turns out that the dates of all these letters were 
previous to the Report above referred to, and when he was in high credit 
with the London society. 

These statements would not have been given in this work were it 
not that Mr. Frey is supported by such a phalanx of distinguished cler- 
gymen, and is such an active agent in drawing money from the pockets 
of the people for the wild and expensive project.of founding a colony 
of Jews in this country. 





The article published in our last number from a Boston paper, re- 
specting the expensive dress of Mrs. “fudson, has excited no small surprise 
among the partisans of missions and others. In order to render her all 
the justice possible in this case, we willingly insert the following from 
the Trenton True American: 

“ We are no advocates for Foreign Missions, nor apologists for sump- 
tuous apparel; but we think it right to state a fact in this case; which 
incidentally came to our knowledge. The shaw/ mentioned was a pres 
cent {rom a lady in India, wife of a gentleman high in office these, whose 


40 
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children Mrs. Judson took charge of, and conducted to England, to re- 
ceive their education. Mrs. Judson had contemplated selling it, but did 
not like to part with a present. Perhaps the other expensive articles of 
her apparel came through the same, or similar channels; but of this we 
know nothing.” 

We have now given what the Christian Repository calls the “ necessary 
‘rimmings of truth,” but, in the language of the Editor of the Galaxy, 
we must say—* After all, we do not see that the wife of a missionary 
can be justified in wearing a six hundred dollar shawl, although it was 
a present.” 

A friend and subscriber will accept our thanks for his friendly commu- 
nication; but the Editor of the C. Repository, or rather “ Pawui,’ at 
Wilmington, has got his metal so raised by his late controversy with 
“ Amicus,” that he cannot speak or write but with wrath or bitterness, 
ard we shall pass him by without further notice. 





A writer in the American Eagle, is attempting to show, “that if our 
clergy of the present day have become corrupted, it is their folluwers, 
the people themselves, that have given that which has communicated 
the taint."’ ‘* They have never,” he observes, “ collectively or indivi- 
dually shown a strong relish for temporal power till the poisonous cup 
has been first tendered to them. When they have tasted it, they have 
never been known to drink to a surfeit, cill literally choaked off, by phy- 
sical force. * * Had not Cavin received almost divine honours from Pro- 
testant princes and people, before he once thought of being accessary to 
the burning of Servetus? * * and down to the close of the last century, or 
before this missionary spirit began, did not the wily statesman and pvli- 
tician show as much desire to make the clerzy his shield and scabbard, as 
did the clergymen to make the statesman and politician his szvord?” 





At a meeting of the citizens of Lebanon county, (Penn.) held in the 
borough of Lebanon, August 30th, among other rcsolutions that were 
passed, was the following: “ That we cannot, as conscientious men, sup- 
port the election of any individual, clerical or lay, who is friendly to, 
or in any way concerned in the advising, aiding, or countenancing the 
introduction into this free country of TYTHES or compulsory exactions 
trom congregations, or individuals, whether for salaries of preachers, the 
establishment of theological seminaries, or any religious purposes what- 
ever; inasmuch as such exactions are contrary to the rights of man and 
the precepts of the Gospel.” 

Pews rented in Missionary Chapel-. 

Mr. Townley, a missionary, from Bengal, at the last annual meet- 
ing of the London Missionary Society, among other statements, has 
the following: “And I have the pleasure to say, that the exertions of 
this Society have not been in vain in the Lord. In Calcutta there isa 
very handsome Chapel, built by the exertions of this Society, about 70 
fect long, and 40 wide. The whole has been paid for, so that no debt 
is handed down to be a burden on the shoulders of succeeding mission- 
aries; aud I have the pleasure to add, that the scats of the chapel are 
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now let, and the receipts appear to be sufficient, or more than sufficient 
for the entire support of one missionary.” 

Is this plan to be adopted with respect to other chapels and meeting- 
houses erected by missionaries? converting the pews of their houses 
for worship into articles of traffic and merchandise, to obtain money 
from the people! 





Mission among the Osages. 

Mr. Jones, an assistant missionary, in a letter published in the Bos- 
ton Recorder of June 28, states :— 

“ Notwithstanding there are two missionary establishments among 
the Osages, still, perhaps it may with safety be said that the set time 
to favour them has not come; their ears secm to be stopt—their eyes 
are closed, and their hearts hardened.— But few of their children are 
under missionary instruction. ‘They have an idea that their situation 
is more desirable than that of any other nation, and that it is preatly 
degrading to their children, to place them under Christian instructors. 
* * Our school for more than six months past has rather decreased than 
otherwise. * * * We have now only nine scholars, of whom eight are 
girls. Several promising children have been taken away, and none 
have yet returned.” 





A Catholic missionary who has gone to Missouri to convert the In- 
dians, states: “I received at St. Lovis, a visit from the chiefs and war- 
riors of one nation. They almost jumped for joy at hearing that we 
intended to fix ourselves amongst them.” 





Our missionaries at the Sandwich Islands have been so far successful 
as to induce the king to make a law establishing the Christian Sabbath, 
and to impose a fine of one doliar on every person who violates it. 





The income of the Church Missionary Society, England, the last 
year, is stated to be 155,000 dollars. ‘This Society established a mis- 
sion at the South Sea Islands, and Shuagee, the chief, went from New 
Zealand to England, where *‘ he was hospitably entertained and in- 
structed by the Society, and furnished with ironmongery and other ar- 
ticles of convenience, all of which he exchanged on the way home, for 
arms and ammunition to carry on his wars.”’ Since his return, by 
means of the implements of death with which he became furnished, he 
has carried havoc and death al] around him. 





The London Jews Society have opened a special fund, for the sup- 

rt of a mission to Jerusalem. It is stated, “ great confidence is ex- 
pressed, that many friends of Israel will gladly pour their offerings into 
this department of the treasury.” 

The Wesleyan Missionary Society, also proposes to establish a mis- 
sion at Jerusalem, and a subscription is set on foot for that purpose. 
The receipts of this Society, for the year 1822, are stated in the Boston 
Recorder, to be nearly 141,000 dollars. 
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THE JEWS. 

Mr. Wolff, a converted Jew, sent out from London on a mission for 
converting his brethren aiter the flesh, states that the following remark 
was made to him by a learned a at Alexandria, Egypt. “If you would 
consider the state of the several denominations of Christians in this coun- 
try, who murder one another before the altar, while Jews and Mahom- 
medans hive together in perfect peace, you would not try to join Jews te 
their communion.” Mr. Wolff observes: “ This Jew, however, speaks 
with high regard of the character of our Lord, and of the excellency of 
the moral doctrine contained in the Gospel.” 





A Jewish writer, in a late publication, states: “ Never were prospects 
for the restoration of the dite nation to their ancient rights and domi- 
nion, more brilliant than they are at ptesent. There are upwards of sever 
millions of Jews, known to be in existence, throughout the world, a num- 
ber, greater than at any period of our history; and possessing more wealth, 
activity, influence, and talents, than any body of people of their number, 
on earth. The signal for breaking the Turkish sceptre in Europe, will be 
their emancipation; they will deliver the north of Africa from its op- 
pressors; they will assist to establish civilization in European Turkey, 
and may revive commerce and the arts in Greece; they will march in 
triumphant numbers, and possess themselves, once more, of Syria, and 
take their rank among the governments of the earth.” 

The Jews have commenced a periodical work at New York, entitled, 
“The fan This is perhaps the first work of the kind ever published by 
this people, in any part of the world. Its principal object appears to be 
to defend and support Judaism against the attacks of “Israel’s Advocate,” 
published by the “ American Society for ameliorating the condition of the 
Jews,” and to disprove the measures undertaken for their conversion to 
the Christian faith. 





A late paper states that the government of Buenos Ayres has renounced 
the supremacy of the Pope, placed the affairs of the Church under the di- 
rection of the civil authorities, suppressed the monasteries and nunneries, 
and established the liberty of the Press. 





The military governor of Luthuania has been directed, as civil governor 
of the Baltic provinces, by the Emperor of Russia, to subject all foreign 
and domestic journals to a rigid censorship. {| National Gazette. 





In reply to a communication signed “ Blair,” received some time ago, 
we would here state, that it would be inconsistent with the object of this 
work to admit a discussion of the peculiarities of any particular sect. To 
assail the peculiar habits and manners of any religious society, would be 
sure to draw forth defensive answers from that society, and a controversy 
on such subjects would be tedious and unprofitable. 
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The Reformer is printed on the first day of each month, at one dollar a 
year. Letters to be addressed to T. R. GATES, Proprietor and principal 
Editor, No. 290, North Third Street, Philadelphia. When it is more con- 
venient, persons wishing to subscribe or make payments, may call on the 
firm of Wm. & Joseph Marot, back of No. 93, Market Street, who will 
receive remittances and furnish the numbers. Numbers can yet be sup- 














